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most benefit when they sojourn in n suitable climate near the sea level. 
The truth remains, however, that the nature of the climate which is suit* 
able for the individual in health would make a very poor guide in de¬ 
termining where to send him when he is suffering from pulmonary con¬ 
sumption. 

From these and a few other exceptions which may be taken in regard 
to the scientific aspect of the volume, it may appear that it is only 
adapted to the wants of the practical physician. This would be a mis¬ 
conception of its true value. It is above the average standard of text¬ 
books on this subject, and we have only endeavored to point out instances 
which seem to us to be some of the weak spots in the composition of 
many of our modern text-books on practical medicine. It has already 
gone through two editions, and with the addition of a chapter on “ The 
Dietary in Acute Disease and Malassimilation,” and one on “ The 
Management of Convalescence,” this, the third edition, fully sustains 
the reputation which the book has created for itself. T. J. M. 


Photographic Illustrations of the Anatomy of the Human Ear, 

TOGETHER WITH PATHOLOGICAL CONDITIONS OF THE DRUM MEMBRANE, 

and Descriptive Text. By B. Alexander Randall, A.M., M.D., 

of Philadelphia, and Henry Lee Morse, B.A., M.D., of Boston. Phila¬ 
delphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 1887. 

Tins portfolio of photographs contains twenty-five plates, upon which 
are, in all, seventy-five impressions, illustrative of the anatomy of the 
human ear, as set forth in the title. In plan it resembles the photo¬ 
graphic atlas of Rudinger (Munich, 1866-1875). parts of which have 
been edited by Dr. C. J. Blake, of Boston, and published in this country 
in 1874. In execution, variety, and number of plates, however, this far 
exceeds any atlas of its kind yet laid before students of the ear. In the 
composition of the work, the authors have availed themselves of access 
to the private collection of Dr. C. J. Blake, the private collections of 
Politzer, in Vienna, Dr. C.H. Burnett, in Philadelphia, and the Museum of 
the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, where they selected the best 
of the pural specimens among the preparations of the Politzer and HyrtI 
collections which the College has possessed since 1876. Some of the re¬ 
sults of their work the authore now present to the public, believing, very 
justly we think, that they are thus able to submit points of interest 
shown by no single collection. As the essential value of photography is in 
its accuracy, they have entirely abstained from retouching the negatives. 
Some “blocking out,” however, has been done, in the interest of neatness 
and contrast. 

“All of the photographs were taken by the authors themselves, under 
varying conditions as to light, etc., ns many of the specimens could not 
be removed from the Museum, to which they belonged, and some of them 
had to be photographed through glass—conditions greatly increasing the 
difficulty of obtaining entirely satisfactory pictures.” 

Among the photographs of normal specimens, while all are excellent, 
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we would especially note No. 16, “ Drum membrane, ossicles, etc., X 2,” 
viewed from within, and No. 17, “ Infant’s annulus tympanicus, drum 
membrane, malleus, and incus, X 4,” also viewed from within, as being 
extremely instructive as to the relations of the various parts of the mid¬ 
dle ear to one another. Among the photographs of pathological speci¬ 
mens of the ear, we would specially note the instructiveness of No. 58, 
“ Greatly indrawn membrann tympani, in profile, X 3,” and No. 59, 
“ Cicatrix indrawn, and fast to promontory, X 6.” Among the “ micro¬ 
scopical preparations,” are to be noted specially No. 68, “Transverse 
section of Eustachian tube, X 16,” No. 71, “ Malleo-incudal joint, X IS,” 
No. 74, “Single turn of cochlea of child, X 20,” and No. 75, “ Corti’s 
organ, X 120.” This latter is accompanied by on excellent ideal dia¬ 
gram of a transverse section through the modiolus and the scalm, giving, 
of course, the relation of the various parts of the percipient, organ to 
one another. 

We have examined this portfolio of photographs with genuine pleasure 
and much profit, and can heartily recommend it to all who wish to re¬ 
fresh their memory, or to study, for the first time, the highly important 
anatomy of the ear. As a means of demonstration to a class, these 
photographs cannot fail to hike a high place as supplementing and 
enforcing the instruction given upon the natural specimens themselves. 

G H. B. 


Syphilis. By Jonathan Hutchinson, F.R.S., LL.D., Consulting Sur¬ 
geon to the London Hospital and to the Royal London Ophthalmic Hos¬ 
pital; Vice-President of the Royal College of Surgeons. With eight 
chromo-lithographs. 16mo. pp. xii. 532. Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & 
Co. 

Tnu publishers of this series of clinical manuals are to be congratu¬ 
lated upon having obtained one so admirably fitted as is Mr. Hutchinson 
to treat the subject of syphilis. An ardent student in many fields, and 
a prolific writer in them all, it is rarely the case that one at his time of 
life is willing to sit down and construct a special treatise. Yet, when 
one so fortified both by experience and study does write a book, it is all 
the more valuable from the weight of authority which properly attaches 
to it. In sitting down to read this book, therefore, the reader may do 
so with the confidence that he can place all the reliance in its views that 
can be given to any one man upon a subject in connection with which 
there are still many mooted points. 

The arrangement of the volume is somewhat peculiar, it being divided 
into two parts. The first of these is systematic and didactic; the second 
consists of some two hundred and forty commentaries thereon, which in¬ 
clude the history of many illustrative cases. By this plan, which we 
regard as very felicitous, the subject is gone over twice, and the dog¬ 
matic statements of the first part are enforced and elucidated by the 
second. Thus the practitioner who desires to examine into any par¬ 
ticular point can turn to it in the first part, and readily find there, in 
a condensed form, the principles which he needs to aid him in making a 
diagnosis, and to guide him to appropriate treatment; and then at his 



